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Reinvgorating Rural China: Historical Retrospect and Prospective Vision

Abstract: This article focusses on the recent “StrategicPlan for Reinvigorating
Rural China” issued by the Party Central cum the State Council of China,
pointing out both its exciting aspects and also some overlooked issues, from
both a retrospective historical perspective and a prospective view of visions, to
offer some constructive considerations. The article compares rural China with
the rural West, especially the United States, and their related economic,
social, and legal historical differences and similarities, highlighting especially
the role of small peasant farms, of rural communities, of differential property
rights and common rules, and of cooperation in China. On that basis, the
article makes some suggestions about globalized economic and legal issues,
ending with a discussion of the recent and prospective future directions of the
two countries.

Key words: peasant economy and peasant communities, related laws and
common rules, the cooperative traditions, the East Asian model, capitalism

under the hegemony of the stock market
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