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Abstract: In the early years of the Republic, owing to the absence of state authority and the proliferation of
factions, “hanjian” was frequently employed as an everyday term of moral abuse rather than as a means of
forging a nationwide identity against external enemies. After the Mukden Incident of 1931, as
Sino-Japanese national antagonism intensified, the term came into more frequent use, and its meaning and
application underwent new changes. In particular, with the onset of full-scale war, both the
Nationalist-controlled areas and the Communist base areas defined the “hanjian” within their respective
domains in order to strengthen social mobilization and national unity, while the puppet governments of the
occupied areas exploited the discourse of “hanjian” to proclaim their own “legitimacy.” As various puppet
regimes and organizations were established one after-another, both the Nationalist and Communist parties
promulgated a series of legal provisions-for punishing hanjian, prosecuting them in relatively broad terms.
Yet in the interpretation of the term there persisted a divergence between legal definition and popular
conception: amid the public clamor for harsh punishment, the words and actions of officials and ordinary
people alike repeatedly transgressed legal boundaries, giving rise to widespread disorder. Through the
combined-workings 'of legal and social discourse, “hanjian” became a term of profound meaning and
significant symbolic import during the War of Resistance.
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