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Abstract: Following the National Land Conference of 1947, land reforms aimed at
achieving "land to the tiller" commenced across the liberated areas. Classifying social
classes was a prerequisite for conducting land reforms. However, in the Shaan-Gan-
Ning Border Region, a widespread “leftist” tendeney to elevate class statuses occurred
during this classification. This bias was not only due to deviations in policy
implementation by grassroots cadres and the masses but also related to the complexities
inherent in class classification itself. Additionally, it was a reluctant measure by the
peasants in Northern Shaanxi, who, facing frequent natural disasters and general food
shortages, actively sought to reclassify households with surplus grain to secure food
resources.
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