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The Weber’ s Proposition and the Paradigm Crisis of Chinese Lineage Study

ZHANG Xiao — jun

( The Department of Sociology Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: This paper discussed the Weber” s proposition about Chinese lineage study and put forward a social de—

velopment formation known as Asian genetic relationship capitalism which is different from the business relation—

ship capitalism in the west. Then it reflected the paradigm crisis of Chinese lineage study which is defined by the

standards of revolution and modernization. Also it pointed out that the Chinese lineage was rather a cultural practice

than a simple traditional system of kinship. As a dynamic organization form which can continuously adapt to the so-

cial change and come through different societies it is still of some vitality today. Therefore it is a cultural misunder—

standing to view the Chinese lineage as the cause of Chinese social backwardness simply based on the culture evolu—

tion theory.
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