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The Civilianization Process of Buddhism after the Song Dynasty:
A Case Study of the Gongde Temple in Fujian

ZHANG Xiaojun
(Institute of Ethnic Studies . Kaili University . Kaili 556099, China; Southwest United Graduate School .
Kunming 650092, China; School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract; Based on a case study of the historical evolution of the Gongde Temple in Fujian in south-
east China, this paper discusses the close connection between Buddhism in southeast China in its civil-
ianization process after the Song dynasty and the process of Buddhist culture entering the folk society
after the Song dynasty, which was closely related to the downwards influence of the national system
and culture like the nationalization of the folk beliefs in south China as well as the large-scale creation
of religious cultures in south China. On the one hand, the civilianization process of Buddhism was a
downwards process of the national system of Buddhism entering the community-level society; on the
other hand, the Buddhist cultural capital in such society in a consumer country made the state for its
benefits.

Key words: Buddhism; Gongde Temple; civilianization; nationalization; historical evolution
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