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posing an immense challenge to the traditional theory of human and property law. With the development of arti-
ficial intelligence and other technologies, the main body of civil rights presents a diversified trend, and civil law
requires a new "human law" theory to redefine the concept of legal personality and legal behavior, which will
profoundly change the traditional ownership, contract and tort theory. The modern civil code movement re-
volves around the construction of natural person’s legal personality, and promotes the development of capital-
ism through the construction of the scarcity. Today, since the industrial revolution, the civil law order built
around the tangible things has been completely transformed in the civil law order around the information con-
struction. For China, it is necessary to effectively integrate the non-property, especially the information proper-
ty, into the scope of the civil code system, and break the legal pattern of the traditional dualistic opposition in
the construction of the civil law system. The compilation of the Chinese Civil Code must also respond to the par-
adigm of the three legal globalization movements and deeply understand the new trends of developments of

world society.

Keywords: Chinese Civil Code, the third wave of legal globalization, artificial intelligence, theory of property

rights, human law theory

Contract or Identity: the Rise and Fall of the US Labor Law in the 20th Century 56
Tian Lei

Abstract: Using “contract” and “identity” as the basic concepts and cognitive framework, we find that the histo-
ry of the US labor law demonstrates a two-phase development process in the 20th century. Through the political
struggle of Roosevelt’s New Deal period, the labor law system, with the collective bargaining power of workers
as the core mechanism, was established. The Supreme Court discovered the power inequality between capital
and labor in the modern industrial system and therefore rejected the doctrine of freedom of contract. This repre-
sents a process “from contract to identity.” The decline of labor law at the end of the century, or the transition
from the collective labor law to the individual employment law, was in part the result of the conservative schol-
ars’ intellectual efforts. They use the law and economics as a weapon and claim the collective bargaining power
of the workers’ unions had caused wage over-evaluation and that a return to the contract-oriented private law

system was needed. This was a re-contractualizing process.

Keywords: from contract to identity, collective labor law, individual employment law, relationship between

capital and labor, law and economics

“Land Contracting Rights” in China: A Maitlandian Perspective 68
Cui Zhiyuan

Abstract: The tenure system in the common law may help deepen our understanding of the “land contracting

rights” in China. Under the tenure system, the “estate” is essentially a temporal division of the right bundle of
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property and a formation of different combinations in order to promote effective use of land resources. This per-
spective is very important for us to understand land contracting rights, see social problems in a new light, and

design specific institutions to ensure that farmers and tenants share the benefits from land development.

Keywords: land contracting rights, F. W. Maitland, tenure system, estate

FEATURE TOPIC II. STUDY OF CHINESE RURAL SOCIETY IN THE PERI-
OD OF COLLECTIVIZATION (1)

Problems and Doctrines: Historical Practice and Philosophical Implication of the Pilot Agricultural

Cooperatives in Shanxi 76
Chang Libing

Abstract: In the initial period of the founding of New China, a debate took place between Shanxi provincial gov-
ernment and the North China Bureau of the CPC Central Committee over where the rural areas in the old liberat-
ed regions should go. Through reviewing the rural investigation reports and relevant policy documents of that
particular period, in combination with the ideology and practical measures of the people involved, this paper
points out that Shanxi provincial government’s attempt to “take the mutual aid organizations of the old liberat-
ed regions up another notch” highlights a comprehensive practice combining both top-down policy regulation
and bottom-up problem solution. Criticisms from the North China Bureau of the CPC Central Committee may
represent the spirit of the resolution of the Second Plenary Session of the 7th CPC Central Committee and the
Common Program, but the raging debate between the two sides lays bare a remarkable disparity in treating the
“problems and doctrines”. The disparity not only provides a historical field for both sides to argue over the issue
of trial cooperatives, but also reflects the decisive influence of the complexity and diversity of the changing polit-

ical and economic situation of New China on the direction of rural development.

Keywords: mutual aid groups, trial cooperatives, organization, problems and doctrines

Intermediate in Increased Food Production of Collective Agriculture as Seen Through the Construc-

tion Process of Pishihang Irrigation Region 100
Lao Tian

Abstract: Pishihang Irrigation District is the largest irrigation region in New China, and its beneficiary areas are
concentrated in the middle reaches of the Huai River which have suffered the severest flood and drought disas-
ters. After the founding of New China, the central government has pursued the goal of harnessing the Huai Riv-
er by investing in large reservoirs in the mountain areas. During the process of agricultural collectivization, the
local government strengthened the ability to organize and mobilize surplus labor. After adopting the policy of

“walking on both legs” in 1958, the local government obtained the right of distribution of some investment
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