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From Earthbound China to Urban—ural China:
the First Half and the Second Half

JIAO Changquan

Abstract During the first two decades of the new millennium China has experienced the most tremen—
dous urbanization in human history which has been from earthbound China to urban—rural China. As ex—
tensive migrants float between cities and countryside like migratory birds in the long-term they only have
got 1id of land and agriculture in terms of employment and income but have not been embedded in urban
areas. Therefore Chinas urbanization has only completed the first half basically. In the future the sec—
ond half of urbanization will happen in China. It means that large-scale migrant workers will return to their
hometown step by step and be re-embedded in the system of urban—rural social space in their hometown
which will reconstruct a new social space and social pattern that is centered in the county. The first half of
Chinas urbanization was a process of struggling to be free of the earthbound state while the second half
will be returning to the native land. Thus this historical process is a dramatic change of Chinese society
and civilization.

Keywords Earthbound China; Urban—ural China; The first half; The second half



