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Academical Attention Towards Practical Moralism: Viewing Philip C.
C. Huang’s Chinese Legal Historical Research from Anthropological
Perspective
CHAI Cheng—jing DU Dong—yi

Abstract:In the field of Chinese legal history, Philip C. C. Huang is a significant scholar. However, his research also has legal
anthropological significance. Starting from the historical practice theory, he saw the long —standing paradoxes of Chinese law from
traditional China to modern China. Huang proposed a series of concepts to analysis Chinese law. Among them, the concept of practical
moralism runs through his research,which is the essential position and starting point to understand Chinese legal issues. In terms of
specific study strategies, he highlighted the method of combing files, literature and fieldwork. Yet there are two most valuable
methodological enlightenments. First, he combined legal history with legal anthropology and started from specific problems to ponder. The
second is to regard Chinese law as an epistemological tool for understanding Chinese society.
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