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The Scientific Explanation and Modern Imagination of the Textual Criticism
in the Qing Dynasty

Yang Nianqun

Abstract The contemporary academic research on the textual criticism of the Qing Dynasty at
opposite poles. One view is that the textual criticism is only meaningful in seeking the sources of classical
literature but it isn’ t thoughtful while the opposite view strongly advocates that the textual criticism
contained new Confucianism which is different from Song Ming Confucianism and it is practical. Some
scholars even believe that the textual criticism responding to the western modern academic was a kind of
quasi—scientific learning. This article rethinks the assessment models of textual criticism and their pros
and cons.
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