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based on scientific principles have been elaborated to better reflect Chinese realities. Furthermore, scholars have
also recognized China’s urgent need for an ideological, scientific, and cultural discursive power and soft power
that would match, on a global scale, its economic status. On that account, Journal of Literature, History,
and Philosophy hosted a conference with the theme of “How to Construct Philosophy and Social Sciences with
Chiness Characteristics” in June 2018, and the group of conversations by writing launched in the current issue

are part of the achievements of the conference.

A Discussion of Constructing Marxist Science of Religion Ye Xiaowen

The greatest contribution of the Western science of religion lies in striving to get rid of the restraint of
theology., and advocating rational research of religions, yet such research often bear limitation of idealist
philosophy. Different from all idealist theories of religion, the Marxist concept of religion affirms the realistic
basis of religion, and establishes right direction for studies of religions. Under the guidance of Marxist concept
of religion, the Marxist science of religion with Chinese characteristics absorbs academic achievements of Chinese
and foreign research of religion, and construct the fundamental theory and discipline system of science of religion
with our own peculiarity according to the scientific logic of Marxist epistemology, as well as combining the

history, evolution, and reality of various religions of the world, especially of Chinese religions.

The Bamboo Annals, and the Chronology of Xia.

Personal Reflections on Historical Method Edward L. Shaughnessy

David S. Nivison reconstructs the chronology of Xia dynasty by reconstructing the original text of the
Bamboo Annals. His reconstruction includes complicated argumentation on the inter-reign gaps among the Xia
kings. and the authenticity of Jie (the last Xia king). Without any textual support for it, this strikes the author
as an arbitrary editorial decision on the part of Nivison. Nivison’s hypothesis concerning the chronology of the
Xia dynasty—among other hypotheses—remains just that: a hypothesis. No matter how coherent it may be,
that coherence does not rise to the level of confirmation. It is more likely that another manuscript of the Bamboo
Annals will be unearthed than it is that a convincing reconstruction of the Bamboo Annals that was robbed from

the tomb Jizhong in A. D. 279 will be reconstructed on its own.

Three Themes on the History of Ideas on “Statecraft” Yang Nianqun

The thought of “statecraft” receives much attention in recent years, yet there also emerge the following
problems in current studies. One is that the “statecraft” is merely understood as narrow routine of governing the
country, while interpretation on deep culture foundation is neglected. Second, “statecraft” is seen as an
instrument for reformers promoting radical policies in the Ming-Qing times of crisis, while such sensation and
capacity of conservative bureaucrats is neglected. Third, “statecraft” is seen as ideological trend only occured in

changes of imperial dynasties, while its existence and effect in normal history is neglected.

The Text Structure and Academic Construction of Preface to “Summary of Schools” in Book of Han .

Focusing on the School of “Minor-talks” Zhang Haosu, Chen Hong

There is obvious style of text structure in preface to “Summary of Schools” in “Treatise on Literature” of
Book of Han. The “framework of Nine Schools of Thought” and “system of royal officials” therein are both
meta-cognition, in which contains the ideology of reconstructing the classification system and evaluation criterion
of the studies of pre-Qin scholars guided by Liu Xin’s thought on Confucian classics. On the basis of creating the
School of “Minor-talks” and integrating it into the “framework of Nine Schools of Thoughts,” “Treatise on
Literature” also attempts to integrate the property of medical skills and divination with the academic property.

This actually caused part of the texts being out of control, an deeply affected the development and recognition of



