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Is Structural Analysis Out of Date?

Research Advancement Based on Empirical Phenomenon

ZHANG Jing

Abstract: In response to the challenges faced by structural analysis, this
paper attempts to show that, as a unique sociological analytic logic, structural
analysis goes deep into the historical experience and completes the shift from
systematic deduction to fact proof: the focus from static abstraction to actual
change, from presupposition to the emergence of new roles, from environmental
certainty to endogenous contingency, and from logical inference to empirical
proof, therefore it radiates new vitality. In this paper, some research literature is
cited to show the advancement and their theoretical implications.

Keywords: structural analysis; systematic deduction; proof by facts histor-

ical experience
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