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Between Democracy and the Mass Line: The Historical Retrospection
and Visionary Prospect of the Relation between Chinese People and the State Philip C. C. Huang
Present-day academic discourse is generally anchored on the ideology of either classical Western liberal-

‘

democracy or classical Marxism-socialism, including the “mass line” tradition of the Chinese Revolution. This
article seeks to integrate and go beyond both of those, from a retrospective-historical as well as a prospective-
visionary point of view, to argue for participation of the people, neither simply “democracy” - i.e. “rule by the
people” as juxtaposed against “rule by the king”, or rule by “the masses” or “the mass-line”. The term people’s
participation in fact best captures the relevant parts of the Chinese historical tradition and also meets China’s
present-day needs, by capturing the lofty ideal avowed in both the state and party constitutions of aiming toward
“the fundamental interests of the greatest majority of the Chinese people”. In the past forty-plus years, the state
in China has in fact yielded enormous powers and rights to the people, including management powers and rights
over cultivated land to peasants, the rights and powers to the (rural and urban) people to establish private
enterprises and businesses in the marketized economy, and, within its system of governance, adopted very
widely the interactive principal-agent mode of operation and incentives, both among different levels of its
government, and between the government and society. Further combining of such strong state leadership with
active participation of the people can become also a major counter against the longstanding problem in Chinese

i

governance of “bureaucratism,” and contribute toward developing an even more distinctive mode of Chinese

governance.

Paradox in the Public and Private:
Mechanisms of Morality in Contemporary Chinese Society Li Xiangping, Yang Yang
The division of morality into public and private spheres has been a focal point in academic discussion
regarding Chinese society. Looking at the issue historically, traditional, public morality has always been the
national, political morality, and modern intellectuals have sought to link public morality to a sense of national
independence and revival. The overall tendency has been to afford the idea of public morality a position of

priority, and individual morality is either neglected of conflated with the former.

Yin-yang Philosophy Found in the Excavated Silk Version of the Inner Canon of Huangdi Bai Xi

The Mawangdui version of the Inner Canon of Huangdi shows how yin-yang philosophy was applied to
social and political thought since the Spring and Autumn period. It set forth important philosophical tenets that
can also be found in various forms in Guanzi and Lv’s Commentaries o f History. Connecting all these works is a
very clear thread of yin-yang thought, but we should still understand these works to be primarily Daoist, and

not belonging exclusively to the Yinyang School. Even before Zou Yan founded the Yinyang School, the ideas



