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The Formation of Modern Concepts of “ Civilization” and “ Culture’ and Their
Historical Practice in Late Qing and Early Republican China ------ Huang Xingtao (1)

In the historical discourse of late Qing and early Republican China, China’ s traditional concepts of “ civiliza-
tion” and “ culture” underwent a transformation. First, they shed toa great extent their disdain for material, e
conomic and military affairs, and formed a new and modern concept of “civilization” (the modern concept of “cul-
turé’ in the broad sense) with an intinsic idea of progress. Then—along another axis—they returned to some
key elements of Chinese traditional “civilization” and “ culturé’ as contrasted with “ militarization” and material-
ization, thereby gaining new conceptual resources and constructing a new concept of “culture” in the narrow
sense. Finally, they were re-formed into a contradictory conceptual structure of modern “culture” encompassing
both the broad and narrow senses. The process by which these two important concepts were formed and devel-
oped was also a process of practice through which the Chinese people at the time used them to reform society.
During the Reformation of 1898 the modern concept of “ civilization” was already gradually gaining prevalence a
mong progressive intellectuals bringing with it a whole series of modern guiding values and becoming an intel-
lectual support for fully carrying out the reform movement that cannot be overlooked. At the same time, the e
mergence of the concept of “ culture” in the narrow sense; and its intertwining with the broader concept influ-

enced the progression of the May Fourth New Culture Movement.

China’ s Christian Church in War and in Social Transformation: A Study of the
Frontier Service of the General Union of the Church of Christ in China
oo Yang Tianhong (35)
In the late 1930s, the Genera Union of the Church of Christ in China (hereafter “ GUCCC” ) initiated a
movement to provide services to the western minority regions in order to consolidate the rear areas during the An-
ti-Japanese War. The GUCCC appealed to accomplished persons inside and outside the Church to go to the south-
west minority regions—which were called “frontiers’ at the time—to provide services in areas such as liv elihood,
education, health and medical treatment and so on. In addition, the General Union cooperated w ith research in-
stitutes and scholars to do research on the frontier, forming an interplay between service and research, and pro-
moting social progress in remote areas especially in the Sichuan-Xikang region, and the development of academic
studies related to the frontiers. The frontier service was the first such large-scale Chustian activity undertaken
with the support of the Chinese government since Christianity was first preached in Chinain 1807. This move-
ment lasted until 1955. It not only underwent the baptism of the war, but also experienced the drastic social
transformations of the early period of New China. The history of the frontier service provides a very important
and hitherto unstudied example through which we can understand the changes that Christian missionary activities

underwent in modern China.



