Abstract: Most studies of Chinese legal history have emphasized theory, representation, or

institutions, while my own research of the past 20 years has attempted instead to begin with
case records, or in other words records of the actual practice of law, and to develop therefrom
analytical concepts. “ Practice” is used here to express three overlapping yet different mean-
ings: practice as distinct from theory, practice as distinct from representation, and practice( or
actual operation) as distinct from institutional structure. As for“ the history of practice”, it is in-
tended to convey not just these three kinds of practices, but also how their interactions with
theory, representation and institutions have found expression in the history of practice. This lec-
ture first explains the meaning of* the history of practice” with actual examples drawn and Chi-
nese and other legal histories, and then illustrates with examples from the author’s own re-

search the research method of developing analytical concepts from the history of practice.
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