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ABSTRACTS

We study decisions on transition modes from the perspective of the risks associated with
reform. Transitions are classified as smooth or abrupt, as represented respectively by China and
Russia and as indicated by the maintenance or collapse of constitutional order. On this basis, we
propose a theory of synthetic factors that determine the type of transition, and discuss the roles
of initial conditions and reform strategies in determining each type of transition. The initial
conditions that constrain the selection of reform strategies include the institutional structure of
the planned economy, the external environment, and the timing of reform. The interplay of the
three factors determines the space for reform strategies. Reform strategies directly determine the
mode of transition in four areas: the way in which the legitimacy of reform is handled, the time
sequence of reform, the source of the reform initiative, and control of the polarization of social
interests. While China has taken correct and successful strategies in the first three areas, it is
faced with a growing accumulation of risks in the last area.

(7) Understanding China: Social Science That Starts from Practice Huang Zongzhi ° 83 °

The field of Chinese studies both inside and outside China has long relied on theories from
the modern West and has not been able to formulate its own body of theory. In the opinion of this
author, mainstream modern Westem theory generally starts out of the construction of man as
Rational M an and takes that as the premise for all knowledge. In recent years, Western theorists
have themselves raised a number of questions about this kind of “Enlightenment modernity.” In
the field of sociology, Pierre Bourdieu has proposed that theory be based on practice. That view
actually comes close to the distinctive epistemological method that evolved out of the Chinese
revolutionary movement after its failure in the period of the “Great Revolution”; asking that
knowledge proceed from practice, thence to be raised to the level of theoretical concept, and then
to be returned once more to practice to be tested for its validity. In terms of its method of
investigation, that epistemological tradition approximates the “ participant observation” method
of modern anthropology. In terms of scholarly research, it was exemplified to a considerable
extent by the kind of modern Chinese sociological research undertaken by Fei Xiaotong. It is
precisely this tradition that shows us the way ahead: to build social science and theory that starts

from practice.

(8) Organizational and Institutional Innovation and Change: A Social Process
Li Hanlin QuJingdong Xiao Chuanling Chen Huashan ° 94 °

Studies of China s organizational and institutional innovation and change as a social process
should take social change rather than institutional typology as their basic paradigm. Institutional
innovation and change involve protective belt adjustments in the first instance, to ensure the
relative stability of the institutional core and accomplish the social process of gradual institutional
change. Embeddedness as the structural environment of organizational and institutional change
directly determines its method, direction and effect. Path dependence presents a type of
unavoidable behavioral inertia. Ideology and its associated value systems play an important role in
the socialization process of institutional change. When we examine the social process of China s
organizational and institutional innovation and change, with change as a dominant feature, we
must take into account the relationships between institutions and their culture, and between
organizational system and the context in which they operate.

(9) Towards a Jurisprudence of Law-makers: Rethinking Contemporary Jurisprudence in the
Context of Legal Transplant Jiang Shigong ° 109 °
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This paper examines the internal logic of the development of different intellectual trends in
jurisprudence over the past two decades, from Marxist jurisprudence to theories of legal culture
and legal modernization, in the context of legal transplant and the transformation of modern
states. These dominant trends all take the position of “stateless law.” They are not only the
product of the political ideology of legal transplant, but also of the professional ideology of the
legal community. These schools of thought may be called the jurisprudence of jurists, as they are
so closely related with law researchers ~self-identity. In reflecting on the methodological pitfalls
such jurisprudence encounters in dealing with relations between law and the state, 1 explore
criticism of the dominant trends by pragmatic jurisprudence, a marginal theory in jurisprudence,
and the tension that arises from this between localist methodologies and localist political
positions. Based on this, I propose a “jurisprudence of law-makers” with a view to re-focusing
jurisprudence on state and politics in a boarder theoretical context, so as to integrate the
“jurisprudence of jurists” in a technical sense, and consider the theoretical questions facing China

inits transformation as a national and civilized state.

(10) Form at the Expense of True Significance; From the “Tang Lii Complex” to “ Civil Code
Complex” Su Yigong ° 123 °

Asia has a long history of codified law. The “Tang Lii (Tang Dynasty law) complex”
developed continuously well into the nineteenth century, gradually becoming a vehicle for the
introduction of revered Western-style law. There even appears in Japan, Korea, China and other
Southeastern Asian societies what I call a “civil code complex.” At the very core of these
complexes is the pursuit of form and nomenclature at the expense of true significance. Taking as
a frame of reference the development of the Tang Lii complex and the civil code complex that
evolved in the course of establishing civil law in modern Japan and Korea, this paper analyses
similar problems that have arisen in setting up a civil code in contemporary China. The author
sees the ultimate goal of civil legislation as the creation of a system of civil law that is fair,
consistent with national conditions, effective in protecting private rights, and realistic in
enhancing public good, rather than as the pursuit of a perfect legal code. It may be desirable to

aim at true significance rather than at form.
(11) Overcoming Pitfalls in China s Theories of Prose Writing Chen Jianhui ° 138 *

In a survey of China s theories of prose writing in the 20" century, the author redefines such
concepts as scope; truth and fiction; and genuine feeling in prose writing, with a view to
modifying theories of prose writing and building up a new theoretical discourse in the modern
context. One element of this new discourse is “the poetic”: from this core concept derive the
poetic in terms of the mind; life dimensions; the wisdom of character; and cultural ontology. A
second element is that of stylistic matters such as personal style, atmosphere, mental and
physical responses and intellectual and emotional integration. The third element is that of the
intellectual approach and methodology in critical theory with regard to multiple narratives, the
creation of images and multi-dimensional structures. The paper points out that studies of China s
prose writing theories in the new century must place more emphasis on the characteristics and
rules of the discipline, setting up new horizons in theoretical criticism guided by modern
consciousness. This must be combined with the bold rejection of established concepts and
models, uniting the best of traditional Chinese literary criticism with modern Western concepts

and methods.
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