Abstract The article analyzes the departure of Chinese constitutional practice from its constitutional provisions

and emphasizes the significance of unwritten constitution in understanding the Chinese constitutional order. Fur—
thermore by discussing British and American constitutional theories and practices it analyzes the evolving pro-
cesses from a substantial unwritten constitution to a formalistic codified constitution from ancient constitution to
modern constitutional law and from political constitution to judicial constitution. The author argues that constitu—
tional operation has always to depend upon “unwritten constitution”. Selecting four important constitutional issues

the author explores four sources of China’s unwritten constitution — the party’s constitution constitutional con-
ventions constitutional doctrine and constitutional statutes — and calls for taking into account China’s unique po-

litical tradition and reality to enrich current constitutional scholarship.
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