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A Criticism of “Belief in Law ”
FAN Yu
(Renmin University of China, School of Law, Beijing 100872, China )

Abstract; “Belief in law, ” a doctrine prevailing among Chinese law academics, is nothing but a
misreading of the American scholar H. J. Berman’s statement pertaining to the relationship between law and
faith (religion ), which has exerted a deep influence upon Chinese society and derived a series false ideas in
law profession. As such, it is inviting reflection and criticism. The theoretical analysis and empirical study of
the present endeavor indicates that law cannot be believed in (superstition ). Rather in the course of building
a society of rule of law, it is not “belief in law ” but communication and cooperation of law and society, and
reality, feasibility, rationality and legality of law that signify.
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