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Modernity and Its Chinese Context. A Special Interpretation
of Chinese Modernity and Its Academic Controversy

ZHANG Ming

[Abstract] The exploration on the emergence and development of modernity is very difficult to
get rid of its mature form, that is, the modernity with capital logic as its core exists in
isolation. Compared with the endogenous structure of Western modernity, the emergence of
modernity in modern China is more passive under the expansion of Western colonial
modernity. Therefore, the analysis of the generation mechanism of Chinese modernity is
essential to explore the " absence' and passive " appearance® of Chinese modern capital
modernity. The special form of economic and social development in modern China and the
huge historical inertia of pre-capitalist economy, politics and culture have directly determined
the involuntary generation of Chinese modernity issue, which is the particularity that must be
fully considered when interpreting China’s modernity issue.

[Keywords] modernity; Chinese context;colonialism;non-subjectivity;alternative possibility
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