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The Legal Culture Images of the Imperial China

in the Perspective of Western Scholarships

Zhao Liuyang

Abstract: As a part of the western scholarships ,the Chinese legal history studies in western scholarships have long been
affected by the basic values of the modernism, The paradigm of progress in the law of imperial China can be divided into
two types:one is about the social foundation of imperial China,its proposition the social foundation of the law belongs
to the “Oriental Society”,and the law of the imperial China had been treated as the “the other” of the western law and

“

its opposite side.also paid attentions to criticize the “ authoritarianism of oriental society”;another type relates to the
system function of imperial China law,regarded the function mainly to control social order,and the law of the imperial
China had been treated as the “the other” of the western law.The paradigm of progress in the law of the imperial China
has both insightful view and bias. The Western scholars’ reflection of the paradigm of progress in the law of the
imperial China have enlightening function to China’s scholarships.

Keywords: academical theory; the imperial China; Chinese legal history; the “ Oriental Society ”; cross-culture
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