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(11) Marrying during a Period of Mourning, Marryinga Brother’ s Widowand L egal
Practices in the Late Qing Dynasty Wang Zhigiang - 105-

The author examines the prevalence of the practice of getting married during a period of mourning
and marrying a brother’ swidow in relation to the lawsof the state. Local gazetteers and related his
torical ources show that the practices were widegpread throughout the country , dthough conditions
differed dightly from place to place. On the bads of investigations into individua cases, the author
suggests that the authorities at al levels and the communities based their actionson their own interests
and on redistic conditions. Different ocial strata therefore adopted different attitudes, which never-
theless influenced one another.

(12) The Growing up of a New CGeneration : The Socialization of Chinese Only-child
Teen-agersand Its Outcome Feng Xiaotian -118-

Udng datafrom large scale surveys and children of the same age who were not only children as a
reference group , the author compares the teen-agers answers to a questionnaire with those of their
parentsin order to anayze the scialization process of the first generation of Chinese urban only-chil-
drenin termsof their digpodtion, life skills, cia interactions, socia standards, orientation in life,
wcia role and sif awareness. The research demongtrated that , on the whole, the ocidization of ur
ban only-child teen-agersis normd , and that they have more pointsin common with children of the
same age who are not only children than differences. Based on the findingsfrom the research, the au-
thor proposes the conceptsof* wearing down and ass milation ,” the' critica age of variation,” and the

“ compensations of sociad interaction.”

(13) Family Relations: The Weakening of Ritualsand Srengthening of Affairs Related to
Interests The Rationalization of Familial Activities in Rural Areas
of Contemporary Northern China Tang Jun 132

Based on case studies conducted in northern China which focused on changes snce 1949 in the be-
havior of a gecific rura family , the Yun family, in relation to the chihu (afeast involving the whole
clan ater a ritua) and moving house, the author portrays the evolution of rura family reations in
northern China. The studies reved that the weakening of rituasand strengthening in afairsrelated to
interests reflect the structura transormation of the family asaformal unit into aninforma unit in ru
ra areas. In termsof function, thisa o reflectsthe fact that the clan has been changing from a unit
that satifies mainly psychologica and ideologica needs to one that satifies mainly utilitarian needs.
These changes epitomize the increased rationalization among rura clansin north China, not only the
rationalization of values, but d in termsof insrumenta rationalization.

(14) Cultural Studies: The West and China
Jin Yuanpu Tao Dongfeng Chen Xiaoming Zhou Xian Yin Hong -141-

Cultura studiesand criticism have gained a ssrong momentum and taken on a completely new face
inthefield of the humanitiesin China at the turn of the century , creating the potentia for academic
innovation. However , at the same time there is till a tendency to adopt Western cultural theoriesin-
discriminately and to ignore the organic fuson and benign interaction between Western cultural theo-
ries and Chinese redities, which hasled to serious drawbacksin Chinese cultura studies. These essays
focus on the relationships between Western cultura theories and local conditionsin China.
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