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Policies reforms (1898 —1911) began. He was a bold reformer and distinguished himself from others
with his radical proposals including abolishing the civil examination, setting up parliament, and re-
forming the official system. Most of these proposals, not rectified at the time, were carried out in the
late stages of the reforms. Tao s activities and the related events reflected to some degree the profound
and complicated relations between the 1898 Reform M ovement and the later New Policies reforms,
and expressed the wills of various groups of reformers. In this regard, the New Policies reforms may

as well be seen as a logical development of the changing society in early modem China.

Living Conditions of North China Rural Households in Southern Hebei in the 1930s and 40s
Wang Yuesheng (90)
The living conditions of a farming household are closely related to its access to land and productive
resources. According to a survey conducted in a southern Hebei village, during the 1930s and the
1940s only about one third of the households owned land; most lived in difficulties. The land-poor
managed to maintain their livelihoods by being hired farmhands or by doing non-agricultural jobs. It
was hard for them to get r1id of poverty, however, without a certain amount of land and other produc-
tive resources. Poverty affected many land- and resource-poor households in their marriage, child-rear-
ing and household size, reducing not only the household size but also the size of the population in the

entire region in question.

Some New Insights concerning Trautmann s Mediation Chen Renxia (104)

Oskar P. Trautmann s mediation in the Sino-Japanese conflict in 1937—1938 did not work well.
In the first stage, the Guomindang government refused the mediation, hoping that the League of Na-
tions would intervene. In the second stage, the Guomindang government, disappointed by the
League, accepted the mediation reluctantly and tried to postpone it. The mediation completely failed
in the third stage since Japan weighted twice their conditions for peace talk in order to completely
crush China, and the Guomindang government stuck firmly to state sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty as their baseline. During the mediation, Germany kept pressing the Guomindang government to
avoid uniting with the Soviet Union and showed no confidence in China s Anti-Japanese War. They
believed that China was doomed if it did not accept the mediation. When the mediation finally ended in

failure, Germany turned to Japan for its state interests.
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