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and community and their resistance to the European values are posing enormous challenges to European civiliza-
tion. The quick spread of Islam in Europe is part of the global resurgence of religion and Islam in particular.
Many second and third generation Muslim immigrants who have identified with a universal Islamic community
(Ummah) are susceptible to the influence of the radical transnational Islamic organizations. Islam seeks the dom-
ination of Islamic Sharia over Muslims and opposes Christian civilization which has imposed separation be-
tween religious and secular spheres and modern European civilization which centers on individual freedom. Un-
fortunately, European cultural pluralism and human rights politics facilitate the expansion of Islam in Europe.
As the weakening of nation-state undermines their political identities and the decline of Christianity diminishes
their spiritual forces, the Europeans lack sufficient political and spiritual sources to confront the challenges from
Islam. Europe perhaps needs to revive the nation-state and Christianity in order to deal with the crisis its civiliza-
tion has been plunged in.

Keywords: Islam, Sharia, freedom, cultural pluralism, Christianity, nation-state, Europe
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China’s Informal Economy, Reconsidered: An Introduction in Light of Social-Economic and Legal
History 153

Philip C. C. Huang

Abstract: This article presents an updated overview of China’s “informal economy, ” based mainly on social-
economic and legal history, and attempts to clarify its conceptual origins, composition, nature, size, and
changes in the past thirty-five years. Special attention is paid to the rise of “dispatch work” and of the “new gen-
eration peasant workers” in the past decade. The article then introduces and discusses the content and issues
raised by the six articles and two commentaries of the symposium, “China’s Informal Economy, Reconsid-
ered.” The focus is on how China’s “informal economy” is different from or the same as the older category of
“the proletariat” and the newer category of “the precariat.”

Keywords: “informal economy”, dispatch work, the new generation peasant workers, “the proletariat”, “the
precariat”

On Administrative Absorption of Legal Residues: Institutional Interpretation of the Petition of “Out-
married Women” to Higher Authorities 164

Gui Hua

Abstract: The social unrest caused by petition of the “out-married women” to the higher authorities has been
mishandled by white-and-black arbitration due to the lack of a corresponding set of laws. The legal residues
which cannot enter the legal channels are profoundly besetting grassroots governance. The petition institution
and the administrative system behind it adopts a conflict-solving mechanism in dealing with social issues that is
different from the principles of the court. As a matter of fact, the petition institution is supposed to absorb the le-
gal residues, which have been denied access to the law, into the administrative system and motivate the local
governments to actively respond to social contradictions. At the same time, it is supposed to promote the optimi-
zation of the internal resources of the administrative organs for the purpose of better governance. The petition in-
stitution therefore bears the dual function of taking over conflicts and activating the administrative system. It has
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an important role to play in grassroots governance.

Keywords: petition of the “out-married women” to the higher authorities, legal residues, petition institution,
administrative absorption, administrative activation

Perceiving Sexuality and Body in A Transnational Context: Conception of “China and the West” by
Chinese Immigrants in Canada 184

Huang Yingying

Abstract: Based on interviews with Chinese immigrants in Canada, this paper aims to explore how Chinese peo-
ple, having lived through a transnational experience, understand the the difference between China and the West
in terms of sex and gender, and how their everyday experience has reshaped their understanding. Three themes
arising from the data are analyzed in a comparative perspective: the relationships between feeling, sex, gen-
der, marriage, and family; bodily sexuality; and the culture of condom use and sex education. The author finds
out that living in the West has materialized their perception of what “the West” is like, confounded their original
sharp distinction between “sexually conservative China” and “the sexually open West”, and subverted their con-
ception of “sexual openness”. The West is now more often used as an important frame of reference to reflect Chi-
nese immigrants’ knowledge of and complaint about the various social issues in China’s transition in the last 20-
30 years. The author calls for theoretical attention to transnationalism embedded in everyday life.

Keyword: transnationalism, immigration, Sexuality, body, everyday life
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Agricultural Industrialization and the Poverty of the Farmers in Liangshan’s Yi Ethnic Group 206
Ruan Chiyin

Abstract: Promoting the industrialization of agriculture is an important means for rural economic development
and poverty alleviation. Many scholars are concerned about the peasants being robbed of their benefit in the do-
main of industrial circulation and proposes a change to “vertical” cooperation between the farming households.
Based on the development of buckwheat industry in Liangshan and taking production and circulation as the
point of departure, this paper discusses how rural development is affected by the industrialization of agricul-
ture. The paper draws on the ethnographic research in Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture to demonstrate the
actual process of agricultural industrialization and the production and life of the local farmers. It then unravels
the benefit distribution in the buckwheat industry and the various forces participating in the competition for
market profits. We find that ideology, government policy, local familial lineage and the globalized economic
system have all be involved in the economic process. Our research shows that the developmental obstacles to Yi
farmers include not only the structural constraints of the market and the appropriation by agribusinesses and re-
tailers, but also the limitation of the family mode of production itself. “Horizontal” cooperation in agricultural

production is necessary.
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