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Care Work in China-In and Beyond the Informal Economy
Ellen R. Judd

Abstract: China’s expanding workforce of rural-urban migrants is increasingly
involved in care work while simultaneously facing issues of care within its own
ranks for its family members. The work examined here concerns care—for the
elderly and ill, for children and in everyday domestic labor. This form of work is
widely performed predominantly by migrant women in (usually) urban households in
circumstances lacking labor protections. They are performing work that creates
value and that constitutes a key service sector of the informal economy. Much the
same population provides similar care work for family members of their own
(usually) in the countryside, work that also creates value but is normally
unremunerated. Rural migrant and potential migrant women may be in complex
social positions where their work is needed in both circumstances, and are in both
circumstances providing value for their families—through income earned and
through work of direct use value. The work in both instances is socially structured
through being in or outside the informal economy and in or outside ties of
kinship. This article argues for an expanded and adequately gendered concept of
the informal economy based on value and Maussian concepts of human economy.

Keywords: care, women, migrants, informal economy, value



