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Local Response to State-Led Development Plans:
The Case of “Beautiful Village Project”

in Ningbian Village of Yunnan Province

Wengang Li

Abstract; Despite their recurrent disjunction with the real world of rural
dwellers in their everyday life due to state authorities’ oversimplified approach to
the governance of society, most of the macro development plans imposed from
above came to fruition in the end and had a profound impact on social changes in
rural China. As the case of Ningbian village shows, three key actors were
involved the process of the making and implementation of development plans.
The first is the makers of the development plan, who had to reach a consensus
with the beneficiaries of the projects over the future life goals of the latter. The
second is the villagers who accepted the state’s macro development plan only on
the basis of their rational calculation of self-interest. And the third is those who
implemented the development plan; they had to positively respond to the
reasonable claims by the villagers and handle the possible conflicts between the
development plan and the concerns of local community with flexibility.

Keywords: oversimplified management, development plan, local response,

rational calculation, Ningbian village
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