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The Geographic Aggregation of Older Unmarried Males in
Impoverished Rural Areas: Findings from Chicheng County of
Northwestern Hebei Province

Yuesheng Wang

Abstract: This article explores the issue of geographic aggregation of older
unmarried males and the reasons behind it, focusing on Chicheng county of
northwestern Hebei, where the phenomenon is particularly noticeable. Based on
an analysis of county-wide statistics, data on multiple villages generated by
investigations and questionnaires, and interviews with villagers, this study
shows that the aggregation of older unmarried males in this county emerged in the
1970s, developed in the 1980s, and became widespread in the 1990s. Factors
leading to it are multiple; marriageable females increasingly prefer a marriage
outside the area, which reduces the opportunity for local males to marry; harsh
living conditions, regional poverty, and disadvantages in economic development
work together to form an environment against marriage for local older males; the
rising cost of marriage for males and the more selective criteria for females
regarding the family background and personal qualifications of potential marriage
partners further preclude local males from the marriage market. This issue
deserves special attention, as the males born in the 1980s-when imbalance in the
sex ratio became a nationwide problem for the first time-have gradually reached
marriage age, resulting in a growing number of older unmarried males regardless
of their personal preferences.

Keywords: older unmarried males, geographic aggregation of unmarried

males, sex ratio, rural northwestern Hebel
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