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Village Regulations, Law and the Government .
an Explanatory Reading of the Village Regulations and

People’s Agreements of the Villages of Jiaojiang District

Xuefang Pan

Abstract: In the villages of Jiaojiang district in Taizhou municipality,
longstanding customs like the husband takes in a wife and the wife marries out to
a husband have been made into binding norms by the so-called “village regulations
and people’s agreements”. It is commonly thought that to interfere in the
marriages of community members, especially to compel wives to move to the
husbands’ residence, goes against the law and wrongfully invades the rights of
rural women—something traceable to “feudal notions” of male superiority and
female inferiority. In reality, however, it is collectivization of land and planned
child-births that have altered the traditional village. Such traditional customs
have been sustained not by the natural village but rather by the administrative
village under the system of collective ownership of land. The absurdity consists
in the fact that the village collectivity, which ostensibly broke with tradition,
was actually something that combined blood ties and spatial ties into a single
entity, such that rural populations enjoy collective land rights on the basis of

blood and marriage ties. In that way, the custom of the husband taking in a wife
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and the wife marrying out to a husband, written into village regulations, has
actually formed the required standard for maintaining orderly distribution of
collective property benefits. The key to the problem thus consists not in so-called
“protecting women'’s rights” or changing customs, but rather in dissolving the
entrapment of property rights with status.

Keywords: the husband taking in a wife and the wife marrying out to the
husband, village regulations and the law, peasants marrying town residents and

town residents marrying peasants, property rights and status



