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Abstract: Greed was usually the most emphasized characteristic of lawyers when officials in the Qing
Dynasty publicized the evil of them among ordinary people. We can find in certain actual cases the
prototype of such greedy image, which was then amplified by a number of literary works. If we com-
pare the fees of writing complaint charged by Guandaishu with the fees charged for the same kind of
service by lawyers in certain actual cases, we can see that the fees charged by lawyers were usually far
higher than both the prescribed fee standards of and the fees actually charged by Guandaishu. Howev-
er, this does not mean that the fees charged by every lawyer were certainly unaffordable for most ordi-
nary people, because besides those professional lawyers, there were also many lower class literati who
only acted as lawyers occasionally and charged lower fees for writing complaint. To avoid more law-
suits being produced by lawyers and reduce the pressure from a litigious society, officials in the Qing
Dynasty stigmatized as a whole this group of persons who provided help in litigation and warned ordi-
nary people to stay away from such dangerous group through the construction and publicity of a stereo-
typed greedy image of lawyers.

Key Words: litigiousness, lawyer, champerty, fee for writing complaint
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