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The Problems of Married-out Women Under
the Rural Collective Ownership System
—The Example of Jiaojiang, Taizhou

Xuefang Pan

Abstract; Villagers, peasants, and commune members were social identities
constructed by the collective ownership system. These identities were the qualifi-
cation to enjoy the rights and interests of the collective property of the village.
The process of urbanization that triggered the de-agriculturalization of land,
peasants and villages brought about the separation of name and reality of these i-
dentities, and blurred the boundary of the rights and interests of collective prop-
erty. Under this background, the marriages between men and women that had
continued for thousands of years became an “institutional problem”.

The married-out women intertwined private matters with the management of



collective affairs, individual rights with the fair distribution of collective inter-
ests, and customs with modern legal conflicts. It didn’t help if people just relied
on so-called “rights preservation”. The problem of married-out women was a
symptom caused by the encounter between rural collective ownership and market
economy. The problem was deep-rooted in the structure of the collective owner-
ship system. Solving the problem of married-out women awaits the further re-
form of the rural land system.

Key words: (rural) women marrying (urban) residents, problem of mar-

ried-out women, collective ownership system, identity and property rights



