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The Chinese legal history under the badkground of know ledge

transformation Canments fran the standpoint of Chinese hw schools
You Chenjun
(Lav School ofPeking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract As far as the academ ic paradigm is concemed it is the style of trad itional history, not
of law science which is still occupying them ain position in both the research and teach ng of Chnese
legal history in Chmese lav schools nowadays Unfortunately under such circumstances more and
more people tend to consider the Chnese legal history as a sub ject of little mportance at least of no
direct help to legal profession The ot brought about such avkward sitwation lies n the fact that
Chmna has experienced som any transfom ations of legal system snce last century that the know ledge of
Chnese legal history has lost the possbility of be ng used in practice directly as a result W hile in the
trad itbn of common law, there exists a specialmechanism which gives significance to the study of legal
history even nowadays To overcan e the current awkw ard prob lan, therew ill be no aids ifwe only de-
pend on the traditional semon as before The solution o § nmy eyes pethaps is attachingmore -
portance to the training of legal th ink ing by the exp loration in three fields which may help bring about
the know ledge transformation of Ch nese legal history n Chinese lav schools finally

Key words Chinese legal history, the development of discplines Know ledge transfom atior
Legal thinkng Legal education
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