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Abstract: This essay reviews and reflects on my past ten years’ experience teaching in
China and writing for a Chinese audience. First is a simplified discussion of the two most
influential theoretical traditions to day, neo-liberalism and post-modernism, and of the
two main secondary traditions, Marxism and substantivism. The emphasis is not on the
intellectual histories of these traditions, but rather on their practical uses for scholarship
today. Then, an attempt to answer the central question raised in this essay: in such an
environment, how do we treat theory, and what kind of scholarly work do we do? The
essay mainly draws on and summarizes my own experience in scholarly practice to
propose answers to these questions.
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