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the Destined One, in which a legal philosophical experimental field pivoting on the theme “mandate of heaven
and cosmic order” is constructed by simulating the emergence, evolution, and reconstruction of legal rules and
social order. Within this narrative framework, “mandate of heaven” serves as both an ideological instrument for
rulers to sustain their legitimacy and a source of will that sparks individual awakening and resistance. The game’
s two alternate endings unfold entirely divergent legal philosophical paths. In the first ending, the Destined One
overthrows the old order yet is ultimately assimilated by the established system. In the second, the Destined One
achieves full awakening of its own agency, transcends established legal orthodoxy, and strides toward autono-
mous construction of a new order. The latter path echoes the dialectical logic regarding revolution and legal con-
struction laid out in the Preamble of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, metaphorically reflect-
ing the dynamic tension between constituent power and constituted power while affirming the intrinsic rationale
of the principle of popular sovereignty. Therefore, Black Myth: Wukong is more than an artistic landscape of the
digital age, but also serves as a unique platform for thought experiments that offer a theoretical reference for ad-
vancing legal innovation with the spirit of self-reform from the perspective of socialist rule of law with Chinese

characteristics in a New Era.

Keywords: Black Myth: Wukong, law and games, legal philosophical thought experiment, mandate of heaven, so-

cialist rule of law
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Bringing Power Back into Governance: Reinterpreting State-Society Relations 193
Zhou Li’an

Abstract: Existing studies on central-local relations and state-society relations mostly fall under different theoreti-
cal traditions and lack a unified analytical framework. Drawing on the analytical concept of “administrative sub-
contracting system”, the author has placed the issues examined from two perspectives — “administrative insourc-
ing” and “administrative outsourcing” - within a single analytical framework, and on this basis, constructed a
dynamic explanatory model composed of three variables of “outcome rigidity”, “institutional absorption capaci-
ty”, and “the continuity of hierarchical power”. This study reveals that when the rigidity of governance targets
intensifies while organizational absorption capacity remains constrained, the administrative system will face
structural pressure, which further drives power and responsibility to spill beyond organizational boundaries. As
long as the continuity of hierarchical power is maintained, outsourcing does not signify the withdrawal of pow-
er, but rather represents a transformation in the form of control. Following this logic, cases of governance in Chi-
na—both historical and contemporary - are analyzed to illustrate the cyclical mechanism linking outsource em-
bedding, the accumulation of risks, and re-centralization. At the level of theoretical dialogue, the author has rein-
terpreted the “third realm” — viewing it not as a substantive space or a fixed institutional zone, but as the institu-

tionalized expression of administrative subcontracting pressure under specific structural conditions. This study
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aims to provide a mechanism-based explanation for understanding the organizational logic of China’s state gov-
ernance, and challenges the applicability of outsourcing and collaborative governance theories in the Chinese

context.

Keywords: administrative subcontracting system, state-society relations, central-local relations, the third realm,

organizational boundaries
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Vow Repayment and Sin Expiation: A Case Study of Gratitude Rituals in Putian City 213
Li Chao

Abstract: Discussions on Chinese religion have long been marked by the stereotype that a sense of sin is absent.
Taking the gratitude rituals at Baiyun Cave Temple on Jiulong Mountain in Putian City as a case study, this pa-
per offers in-depth investigations into the indigenous logic in which vow repayment and sin expiation intertwine
and embed each other. This study reveals that the “sin” addressed in gratitude rituals is highly situational. It on-
ly emerges as a mortal-divine debt within rural folk logic amid specific existential crises and through dynamic in-
terplay with “vows”. Within this cosmology, individual fate is embedded in the family, an ethical entity tran-
scending life and death, and supernatural debts incurred by ancestors transform into earthly misfortunes en-
dured by their descendants. Faced with supernatural oppression and worldly stigma, local practitioners adopt
the strategy of “transforming sin through festivity”, turning the anxiety-laden core of sin expiation into a public
vow-repayment spectacle that glorifies the famliy. This mechanism not only converts uncontrollable unpredict-
able disasters into shared economic obligations within the family, but also achieves the restoration of both super-

natural order and mundane social order through the dynamic integration of vows and sin.

Keywords: gratitude rituals, vow repayment, sin expiation, situationality, transforming sin through festivity
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