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An Analysis

of the Interpretative Frameworks on the Origins of Chinese Civilization

Li Huaiyin

Abstract: Chinese historical and archeological studies on the origins of Chinese civilization has

undergone a transition from “unitary plurality” to “plural unity” in interpretative frameworks since

the turn of the twentieth century. Various constructs were proposed during this transition including

the theories of Western Origins East — West Origins and Triple Origins during the Republican years

and the theories of Zhongyuan — centrism Scattered Clusters of Stars Flower with Circles of Petals

Neo — East — West Origins Neo — skepticism and Neo — Zhongyuan — centrism since 1949. Behind

the successive interpretative schemes were the influences and constraints of multiple non — academic

as well as academic factors. While major archeological excavations have been the most important driv—

er of breakthroughs in scholarly advancement how to tackle the thorny relationship between archeolog—

ical findings and ancient classics has been the most controversial issue for Chinese researchers.

Key words: unitary plurality; plural unity; Chinese civilization; Archeology
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