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ABSTRACTS

(1) Thirty Years of Publication of Social Sciences in China and Academic Progress in
Contemporary China Yu Wujin et al. = 4

Editor s Note: 2010 marks the thirtieth anniversary of Social Sciences in China (founded in
January 1980). Over the past thirty years, under the guidance of M arxism, this journal has been
committed to becoming an authoritative locus for the presentation of an ir depth picture of
cutting-edge scholarly achievement, the spirit of the times and Chinese experience, and to being a
high quality platform promoting the flourishing of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese
characteristics as well as an important window for displaying the contemporary wisdom of the
Chinese people, wisdom of world-historical significance. With its consistent encouragement of
original works by new authors, Social Sciences in China has attracted large numbers of like
minded scholars and become a nursery for leading researchers in philosophy and social sciences.
In commemoration of its thirtieth anniversary, the editorial office has organized a special issue on
the topic “Social Sciences in China and Academic Progress in Contemporary China." Among
others, Professor Yu Wujin from the Institute of Philosophy of Fudan University has used his
own research experience and academic background to look back and reflect on the significant role
of this journal in creatively advancing M arxist philosophical research. He trusts that as the most
innovative and foremost theoretical journal in China, it will make a still greater contribution to
the development of contemporary Chinese scholarship. Professor Gu Hailiang, President of
Wuhan University, addresses the necessity of and pathways to interdisciplinary study in modern
society and expresses the hope that Social Sciences in China will undertake new initiatives in
promoting interdisciplinary study across humanities and social sciences. Professor Wang
Shaoguang from the Department of Government and Public Administration of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong offers a review of the thirty years of development of political science in

e . . “ . . )
"“imitation" and “self-consciousness, " China s

China. Heholds that after the stages of “learning, '
political science should take a further bold step toward localization. By the time Social Sciences in
China celebrates its sixtieth anniversary, Chinese political scientists should be producers and
exporters of concepts, methods, theories and ideas. Research Fellow Yu Pei from the Institute of
World History of CASS argues that during the thirty-plus years of reform and opening up,
China s world history research has undergone a profound change, from translation, compilation
and general introduction to systematic, independent and irr depth research. The intellectual force
and character of the times reflected in Social Sciences in China are of fundamental guiding
significance for academic progress in contemporary China. Professor Tang Yijie from the
Department of Philosophy of Peking University explores the value and significance for the current
construction of a harmonious society of Confucianism's dominant role in Chinese traditional
culture. A ccording to Tang, it is impossible to build a harmonious society without cultural
tradition as a basis. Our present study of Confucianism should absorb and utilize the Confucian
mode of thinking, life wisdom and other valuable ideas in order to provide an intellectual pathway
and worthwhile ideas for the construction of a harmonious human society. Professor T ang Kailin
from the Center for Studies in Moral Culture of Hunan Normal University explores the basic

connotation and evolution of the ethics of wealth as well as the fundamental principles and
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ABSTRACTS

contemporary relevance of research on this topic, which he believes will effectively overcome the
moral shortcomings arising from the unregulated character of the market economy and promote
healthy and orderly economic operation. Professor Xu Xianming, President of Shandong
University, discusses some normative issues relating to the idea of a university from the
perspective of human rights and the rule of law; he holds that universities should be marked by

the integration of moral excellence, intellectual depth, innovation and uniqueness.

(2) The Marxist Theory of Justice: Basic Dimensions and Methodological Principles
Ma Junf eng * 44 ¢

In the wide ranging discussion of social justice issues, the theories of contemporary Western
thinkers such as Rawls, Nozick, Hayek and Maclntyre are repeatedly cited and expounded. By
contrast, for various reasons, classical writers like Marx and Engels have been overlooked or
even forgotten. Without a concrete analysis of historical background and context, it is hard to
grasp the true attitude and spiritual essence of the views of Marx and Engels on social justice. We
might even conclude not only that they had no theory of social justice but that they opposed and
rejected approaching questions from this angle. As a world outlook and methodology enabling the
proletariat to know and transform the world and liberate themselves and mankind, Marxism is a
theory that unites truth and value. A rational understanding of the issue of justice as an
expression of value is only possible when the dimensions of science and value are dialectically
combined. On the one hand, justice is a value concept that functions as a standard for evaluation;
on the other, it refers to an actual state of the distribution of values ( including interests,
opportunities and rights) that inevitably involves the contradiction between freedom and equality
and between formal and substantive justice, the difference between the general and the specific,
the conflict between equality and efficiency, the opposition between justice and injustice and so
on. Only a dialectical mode of thinking can ensure a correct understanding of the complexity of

social justice issues.
3) Ryazanov and MEGA1 Zhao Yulan * 58
( y

David Ryazanov laid the foundation of MEGA1 ( Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe ), the
historico-critical edition of all the writings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels then available. He
devoted his life to the cause of editing and publishing their works, manuscripts and letters. Even
before the MEGA1 project he had already proposed a “Vienna Publishing Plan" and
independently edited and published Selected Works of Marx and Engels: 1852-1862 . The victory
of the October Revolution provided him with a historic opportunity to publish a comprehensive
and systematic edition of MEGA 1. His efforts not only brought to light a great many writings
that might otherwise have been lost but also laid a firm foundation for the emergence of MEGA2.

(4) The Positive and Negative Method and the Life Realm: Some Thoughts on Feng Youlan s
Philosophical Method Li Jinglin* 66 *

Among contemporary Chinese philosophers, Feng Youlan had the greatest degree of
methodological selfawareness. In his earlier years, he especially emphasized the formalist
meaning (not touching on content) of metaphysical concepts and propositions and defined the
negative method too narrowly, leading to some theoretical confusion over the inherent unity of

the positive and the negative method. In his later years, he employed the concept of the “concrete

* 221



