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ing into the revolutionary self-cultivation theory, but such a transformation has also had a devastating impact on
the Confucian theory itself. In the post-revolutionary self-cultivation era, with the Weber question unfortunately
skipped, the subjects in the market in a consumer society are no longer in need of a set of skills for self-cultiva-

tion, and the future of the Confucian self-cultivation theory remain in limbo.

Keywords: Confucian self-cultivation theory, revolutionary self-cultivation, ideological transformation, organiza-

tion, the Weber question

From “Treating People as if They were Hurt” to “Serving the People”: Reflections Caused by Covid-
19 Pandemic 74

Zeng Haijun

Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic is a crisis, and in dealing with it nothing is more appropriate than the ex-
tremely urgent and perilous feeling as expressed in the ancient remark, “just as if oneself were getting
drowned.” People infected with Covid-19 are in dire straits, and “saving the people in deep water” requires a
large and complex strategic plan of the state. The spirit of top-down compassion is inseparable from wholeheart-
ed implementation, and this kind of “wholeheartedness” can be traced to the phrase “rescue at all cost” in the
traditional political discourse of “treating the people as if they were hurt”. “Serving the people” not only ac-
knowledges the subject status of the people, but also requires the sacrificial nature of the Communist Party. In
this extraordinary Covid-19 period, the traditional “filial son of the people” theory should give us some insights
into the motto of “serving the people” which implies sharing joy and sorrow with the people and standing with

them in weal and woe. In other words, the CPC's maxim of “serving the people wholeheartedly” is well in line

with the traditional political civilization characterized by “treating the people as if they were hurt.”

Keywords: treating the people as if they were hurt, serving the people, filial son, the people

FEATURE TOPIC II: STATE GOVERNANCE (II)

Practical Balance in the Relationship between Central and Local Governments: An Analysis with Spe-

cial Reference to Land Management Practice 92
Gui Hua

Abstract: The relationship between the central and the local governments is a basic issue in the study of political
science. In practice, we often see things easily gotten out of control when the central government loosens its grip
on the local governments, and a state of lifelessness when the central government tightens its grip. To remedy it,
the central government would tighten up when things are getting out of control or loosen up when things need

to be revitalized. In this way, the central and the local governments have achieved a state of practical balance
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through the dynamic adjustment of power. The purpose of the central government's power decentralization is to
facilitate and promote local governance, with political unity as the bottom line and the dominance of politics
over administration as the axis. A reasonable and orderly relationship between the central and the local govern-
ments is neither a one-way power decentralization nor a one-way power centralization, but a two-way process in
which decentralization and centralization occur at the same time. This paper expounds on two land expropria-
tion cases. In land management, which is the exercise of the legitimate power of the state, there involves a three-
level relationship among the central government, the local government, and the farmers. The two institutional
practices which link the amount of land expropriation with that of urban and rural construction land shows that
ensuring the balance of the relationship between the state and the farmers is one of the preconditions for achiev-
ing the balance between the central and local governments; Protecting the rights of the farmers and promoting
the interests of the masses are important anchors for stabilizing the relationship between the central and the local

governments.

Keywords: relationship between the central and the local governments, relationship between the state and farm-

ers, practical balance, institutional practice of land

Ethnic Earnings Stratification in the Western Region of China: An Empirical Study Based on Macro-

structural Features and Micro-individual Factors 107
Li Xiaoguang

Abstract: Ethnic earnings stratification and underlying causes are fundamental dimensions for examining ethnic
relations and promoting ethnic equality. By integrating macro-structural characteristics and micro-individual fac-
tors, this paper proposes a comprehensive theoretical framework for examining ethnic earnings stratification. An
analysis of the data from China Survey of Social Change in 2010 has led to the following findings. First, in terms
of the underlying mechanisms of ethnic earnings stratification, the employment sector, human capital, social cap-
ital and ethnic concentration can explain the 57%, 22%, 14% and 7% of earnings differences between Han Chi-
nese and the ethnic minorities respectively. The Blinder-Oaxaca decomposition shows that the deficits in stock of
human capital and social capital of the ethnic minorities are important reasons for earnings differences, rather
than the deficits in the returns to capital, indicating that there is no significant ethnic discrimination in the West-
ern Chinese labor market. Second, ethnic concentration and employment sectors have a dual moderation effect
on the returns to social capital, but have no significant impact on the returns to human capital. In the govern-
ment organs as well as public sectors, ethnic concentration does not affect the returns to social capital. But in the
private sector, concentrated settlement reinforces the income returns to social capital. In the agricultural sector,
ethnic concentration inhibits the returns to social capital. In light of this, the government has an important role to
play in achieving common prosperity for all ethnic groups by further accelerating the development of education
to enhance human capital in the ethnic minority areas, strengthening inter-ethnic interactions to optimize social

capital, and accelerating the process of urbanization to improve the quality of employment available to ethnic mi-
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