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of social capital dynamics in the reform-era China.

Keyword: marketization, social capital, social capital fields, social capital reserve

House Purchasing, Urban-Rural Extension, and the “Dissolution” of Society: An Analysis of the Near-

by Urbanization in Hu Village, Jiangsu 158
Dong Leiming & Zhang-Xu Lijing

Abstract: Urbanization with Chinese characteristics is a proactive practice in which the farming households take
both their internal conditions and the external environment into comprehensive consideration. The house pur-
chasing behavior of the farming households constitutes the core content of urbanization, which is not only deter-
mined by their current savings and future economic expectations, but also subject to the complex interaction be-
tween three layers of structure, namely, the macro policy and market environment, the meso traditional village
society, and the micro internal characteristics of the farming households. This is the general mechanism driving
the behavior choice of the farming households during the transition period. Under this mechanism, a new type
of urban-rural households sprawls in space in the nearby urbanization area where employment opportunity
abounds. Finally, the rural society gradually “dissolves” and a stable, moderately evolved type of autonomous

urbanization with Chinese characteristics is formed.

Keywords: farming households, house purchasing behavior, autonomous urbanization, urban-rural extension,

social “dissolution”

LAW AND POLITICS
National City: The Institutional Origin of the Risk of Transitional Cities 178
He Yanling & Zhao Junyuan

Abstract: To explain the formation of urban risk, the city must be placed in the institutional context of national
governance. Since the founding of New China, especially since the reform and opening up, the central and local
governments have continuously changed the attributes of the city to achieve the transformation of national gov-
ernance. In the period of industrialization, the city is an industrial production region set apart from the rural ar-
eas. In the period of market-oriented reforms and urbanization, the city is a venue of agglomeration and con-
sumption. In the post-market era, the city becomes a capital “amplifier” . The close integration of national gover-
nance objectives with the city has given rise to the national city. The urbanization process in China's social trans-
formation essentially highlights the change, replacement, and evolution in space of the subjects with diversified
interest and the complicated social processes. The concept of the national city means that urban risk is the struc-
tural contradiction of a transitional country as is expressed in the city, and the nature of the city itself has deep-

ened this contradiction. The complexity of urban governance is that inhabitants at different levels may all be the
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