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An Expanded Understanding of Differential Order Pattern:
The Characteristics of Chinese Social Action from the Perspective
of the Traditional Mourning Apparel System

Jiao Changquan

Abstract: The differential order pattern has structural features in expanding outward from the
“self” as the center. Some social circles are more rigid and solid while others are softer and empti—
er. It is reflected in the particularity of qifu dagongfu simafu in the traditional mourning apparel
system. At the same time the social circles in the differential order pattern are not completely on the
same plane. Some circles are “suspended” above the circles they are in while others sink below
this plane. The differential order pattern is featured as zunzun ( being more respectful for your older
or higher authoritative relatives) which is a dimensional differential pattern.

Key words: the differential order pattern; qingin; zunzun; the mourning apparel system
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