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Discussion on Strengthening the Study of the History
of Economic Policy and the History of Economic

Policy Thought
Jia Genliang

( School of Economics Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Although historians of economic thought have made a lot of criticisms on
Schumpeter’s belittling the practice of taking economic policy as the research object of
the history of economic thought these criticisms do not seem to have a great impact on
the practice of the history of economic thought. Economic analysis is still the main
research object of the history of economic thought and economic policy has not been
given due attention by historians of economic thought. This paper discusses the
necessity of strengthening the study of the history of economic policy and the history of
economic policy thought and demonstrates the necessity of establishing the history of
economic policy and the history of economic policy thought as a branch of the history of
economic thought. The main purpose of studying the history of economic policy and the
history of economic policy thought is to solve the necessary economic policy problems in
the current and future development. By using the research methods of “creative
hermeneutics ” and policy paradigm the study of the history of economic policy and the
history of economic policy thought is committed to explore the gains and losses of
economic policies in different countries and historical periods to excavate and innovate
the economic policy thoughts contained in past practice but not theorized so that a
series of concrete suggestions can be provided for the formulation of realistic economic
policies.
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