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How to Understand Modern Politics from a Perspective of
“History of Medicine”
YANG Nianqun
(Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: How the evolution of modern China was influenced is traced from “modem politics” in the light of history of
medicine in terms of body, space, system and social mobilization s0 as to avoid the limitation of mono-approach either
from top or bottom to review changes in modern China. It is argued that the Western medicine first impacted Chinese un-
derstanding and feeling of their body which are closely linked with their special arrangement and understanding, and then
it destroyed the definition of ethics in a traditional Chinese society of acquaintance and brought about a so-called relation-
ship of “clientage” which finally changed China’s social structure, whenever it was systematized, cooperating with many
other modem institutions. At the same time, politics was attached a new implication of nationalism due to the mobilizing
strategy by means of medicine so that it provided a base for innovation of political system in modern China.
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