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One the Modern Transformation of China’s Traditional Unification View
YANG Nianqun
(The Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract; “Unification” is one of the core concepts in the Chinese ancient classics Its content mainly
refers to the establishment of a dynasty that needs not only the vast territory. but also legitimacy
and moral basis. These traditional principles have been challenged under the impact of the West in
modern China. On the one hand, the late Qing scholars, according to the classics, insisted that
“unification” is the very basis of China’s self-reliance so as not to be partitioned by foreign invaders;
on the other hand, they criticized that “unification” would suppress ideological contest and prolong
autocracy. An intrinsic connection between the reformation thought and the traditional “unification”
view can be found by studying the thoughts and texts since the late Qing dynasty, which further re-
flects the conflicts between the concept of “unification” and modern patriotism and nationalism.

Key words: unification; geopolitics; autocracy
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