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Statistics and Politics ( 11 ) 81
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HUMANITIES

Local Experiences, Cosmopolitan Theories: Cultural Relevance in International Communication Re-

search 133
Lee Chin-Chuan

Abstract: In discussing the epistemology and methodology of international communication research, we must
reject “the imperialism of the universal” on the one hand and “the parochialism of the particular” on the other.
This paper takes the literature on development communication, along with extreme forms of positivistic work,
to task for its serious neglect of cultural differences, thus producing the U.S.-cum-world visions. The author ar-
gues for re-establishing the epistemology and methodology of international communication research in light of
the Weberian phenomenology, which starts by reflecting on “local experiences” but ultimately seeks to generate
“cosmopolitan theories” through dynamic engagement and critical interrogation with the larger literature. Such
theories may elucidate the layers of complex and contradictory meanings, embracing specific cultural character-
istics and yet dialectically ascending to broad implications of global visions. Only with such a spirit of cosmopoli-

tanism can we engage in productive dialogues with the western literature on an equal footing.

Keywords: international communication, local experiences, global perspectives, phenomenology, cosmopoli-

tanism

LAW AND POLITICS

Representative Democracy vs. Representational Democracy 152
Wang Shaoguang

Abstract: Democracy stands for “rule by the people”. If so, it matters how the people of a country understand
the meaning of their “rule” and how a country translates such an abstract principle into actual practice. The arti-
cle makes a distinction between representational democracy and representative democracy. Based on empirical
evidence, it presents three arguments: 1) Chinese people tend to favor representational democracy over repre-
sentative democracy (the demand-side); 2) China has developed its own kind of representational democracy in

theory and in practice (the supply-side); and 3) although China's political system have many serious problems,
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the practice of representational democracy has made China’s party-state fairly responsive to societal needs (the

outcomes). As a result, the current regime in China enjoys relatively robust legitimacy across the population.

Keywords: democracy, representative democracy, representational democracy, legitimacy, mass line

ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

Is “Family Farms” the Way to Develop Chinese Agriculture? 176
Philip C. C. Huang

Abstract: The CPC Central Committee proposed to develop “family farms” in the beginning of 2013, and a heat
discussion ensued. Mainstream opinions placed emphasis on larger size of the family farms and large-scale trans-
ference of the lands so as to heighten the productivity of both labor and land. The catchphrase, “family farms”,
is inspired by and loaded with the imagination of America’s agriculture. This paper argues that the proposal
fails to go by the economic logic of agricultural modernization demonstrated by the agricultural economic histo-
ry of the world. It mistakenly imposes the American model based on “a few people with a lot of land” on the Chi-
nese reality of “a lot of people with a few land” and applies the economics of the mechanic era to agriculture. It
also represents a misunderstanding of present-day American agricultural economy which has actually been dom-
inated by large, enterprise-like farms for a long time. The dominant logic behind the scale of American agricul-
ture modernization is to save labor force. The key point in the Chinese small-and-refined model characterized by
“double intensiveness of labor and capital” which China has carried on with in the past thirty years is to save
land resources. The large-and-coarse American model does not fit in with Chinese agricultural reality and still
less with the theoretical insight that has been gained from the long tradition of small-scale family-farming econo-
my. The widespread growth of small-and-refined family farms over the past thirty years is the correct way to de-

velop Chinese agriculture.

Keywords: people-land relationship, large-and-coarse American farming model, small-and-refined Chinese

farming model, appropriate scale, theory of small-scale agricultural economy
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Abstract: In 1951, Shanghai municipal government took over the equipment and assets of the American-owned
Shanghai Electric. By turning critical electric plants into state-owned enterprises, the CPC initially established its
socialist electric industry. At first, the state electric department tried to raise the overall systemic efficiency of

Shanghai Electric, but a private-run electric plant like this could not be put under the state’ s coordination and



