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Is China still a LLow Welfare State?
—A "New [eap—forward"” in China's Social Protection from a Comparative Perspective
Wang Shaoguang

Abstract: Since the founding of New China, it has successfully completed two historical stages
of development and realized the dream of being self-reliant and becoming rich. Now in the third
historical stage, China is trying to realize the dream of common prosperity. A vast number of data
shows that in order to realize the dream of common prosperity, China has indeed experienced an
unprecedented "great leap-forward™ in social protection over the past ten years. This shows that
China's political system is highly adaptive to changing environment and strongly responsive to the
needs of the people. China was in a "low welfare state" around the year 2000, mainly because its
policies were influenced by Neoliberalism at one point. If people now still firmly assert that China is
a "low welfare™ or ""zero welfare™ or even a ""negative welfare™ state, that would be groundless.

Keywords: common prosperity, China system, social welfare, social security
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