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The Argument on the Reform Path and Origin of Property Rights:

A Critical Review under the Context of Transformation in China
Wang Qingming

Abstract: The property right institution is one of the oldest institutions of human beings,
which establishes the structure form and social relationship of scarce resources possession and dis-
tribution. The matchings of different property rights reform paths with the process of market
transition make different “transition systems”. Different from the complete privatisation of prop-
erty rights in Eastern Europe and Central Europe, property rights reform is an “incomplete prop-
erty rights change” in China: it is neither the complete deconstruction process of public property
rights, nor the complete construction process of private property rights. On the issue of the ori-
gin of property rights, the paper respectively reviewed the “property rights proposition” based on
social possession raised by Marx Weber, “the paradox of state” raised by Douglass North as well
as “Alchian Mystery” that discuses on the difference between the public property rights and pri-
vate property rights. Different from the above theoretical explanations, the Chinese transition is
not simply from “public” to “private” during the four deccades of reform and opening up, but a
kind of “continuous spectrum” including of multiple property rights structures. Different types of
property rights are not any isolated scatters, but a bunch of relationship in which they are related
to each other based on the definition of property rights.

Keywords: Property Rights Reform Path; Origin of Property Rights; Definition of Property

Rights; Social Transformation; Property Rights Continuous Spectrum
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